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Applicants believe that the time periods defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(2)(ii) for 
submitting a reference to a prior-filed application do not apply for the present (later-filed) 
application, as the present application was filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) before November 29, 
2000. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78(a)(2)(ii)(B). Accordingly, at this time Applicants respectfully submit 
that this provisional Petition pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3) to accept an unintentionally 
delayed claim under 35 U.S.C. § 120 is not necessary. 

However, if a Petition pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3) is deemed necessary, Applicants 
respectfully request grant of this Petition. 

Provisional Petition Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3) to Accept an Unintentionally 
Delayed Claim under 35 U.S.C. § 120 

If deemed necessary, Applicants petition to have accepted an unintentionally delayed 
amendment for a claim under 35 U.S.C. § 120 for the benefit of a prior-filed, co-pending 
nonprovisional application, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/920,1 16, filed August 26, 
1997. This prior-filed application names as an inventor at least one inventor named in the 
present (later-filed nonprovisional) application and discloses the named inventor's invention 
claimed in at least one claim of the present (later-filed nonprovisional) application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. In addition, the prior-filed application is: 

(i) An international application entitled to a filing date in accordance with PCT Article 1 1 
and designating the United States of America; or 

(ii) Complete as set forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.51(b); or 

(iii) Entitled to a filing date as set forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.53(b) or Sec. 1.53(d) and 
includes the basic filing fee set forth in 37 C.F.R .Sec. 1.16; or 

(iv) Entitled to a filing date as set forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.53(b) and has paid therein the 
processing and retention fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.21(1) within the time period set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.53(f). 

Accordingly, Applicants petition to have accepted an amendment to the present 
specification to contain, in the first sentence following the title, a reference to such prior-filed 
application. This amendment to contain a reference to a prior application is presented in the 
AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE mailed April 29, 2003, and this reference identifies each 
prior-filed application by application number (consisting of series code and serial number) or 
international application number and international filing date and indicates the relationship of the 
applications. This reference is submitted during the pendency of the present application. 
The reference identifying the prior-filed application by application number or international 
application number and international filing date was unintentionally delayed. The entire delay 
between the date the claim was due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(2) and the date the claim was filed 
was unintentional. 
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- Conclusion 

If deemed necessary, please charge the petition fee of $130.00 for this provisional 
Petition to Deposit Account No. 50-0271 . Furthermore, should an extension of time be required, 
please grant any extension of time which may be required to make this Petition timely, and 
please charge any fee for such an extension to Deposit Account No. 50-0271 . 

If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Petition or the present application, the 
Examiner is cordially requested to contact Michael Downs at telephone number (203) 461-7292 
or via electronic mail at mdowns@walkerdigital.com. 



Respectfully submitted, 



April 29, 2003 
Date 




lichael Downs 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 50,252 
mdowns@walkerdigital.com 
(203) 461-7292 /voice 
(203) 461-7300 /fax 
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